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Dear Bill and Judy,

Each of the last two years, the Dove Investments team has selected an
annual theme and shaped our communication around it. In 2024, we
focused on Growing in Faith, and in 2025, we leaned into Growing in
Hope. These themes, along with a positive economic outlook, provide a
meaningful backdrop for our 2026 emphasis: Growing in Generosity.
How do we hope this focus will deepen and inspire us in the coming
year?

Generosity begins with perspective. For followers of Christ, it starts
with a foundational truth: everything we have ultimately belongs to
God. 'The earth is the Lord's and everything in it.' Psalm 24:1. We are
not owners but stewards, entrusted with resources for His purposes.

Generosity is a matter of mindset. Scripture reminds us that giving
begins in the heart. 'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.' Matthew 6:21. As we trust God, we commit to using our
financial resources in ways that reflect His priorities.

Generosity requires action. 'Do not forget to do good and to share with
others.' Hebrews 13:16

As we enter 2026, let's consider practicing generosity by supporting
Great Commission ministries, meeting needs within our churches or
families, and creating margin for spontaneous opportunities. May our
generosity reflect the abundance we have received in Christ.

Winter can feel long and challenging, but it also brings opportunities
for comfort and celebration. In this issue of American Lifestyle, you'll
find ways to embrace winter with a guide to items that help combat
seasonal blues, a look at a "cool" Alaskan event, four hearty recipes,
and more. As always, it's a pleasure to send you this magazine.

The Dove Investments Team
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Thoroughly examine each piece
Ideally, you’ll want to look at an item in person 
before you buy it so you can assess its size, 
color, material, and other aspects and verify 
that it’s in good condition. While it’s common 
for used goods to have some wear and tear, a 
defect like a loose drawer, broken seat back, 
or torn rug corner can often cause more 
problems than it’s worth. Further, it’s a good 
idea to measure the space you’re shopping 
for beforehand and take a tape measure with 
you to the store or pickup; this way, you can 
check that the dimensions of any object you’re 
interested in would !t where you want to put it.

Of course, such a review isn’t always possible 
when browsing online. Instead, ask for more 
information beyond the listing description as 
needed, including extra pictures to better see the 
!ne details. And, if all else fails, there are a lot of 
ways to upcycle old items to give them new life, 
such as by re-covering seat cushions or adding a 
fresh coat of paint to a table or dresser.

Verify the price
Before you say yes to an item, do a little 
homework to make sure that it’s priced fairly—
you don’t want to wind up paying more than 
you would have if you’d purchased it new. For 
instance, if you’re after antiques, you can look up 
the makers and see what kind of material they 
used and how well it lasts. Similarly for more 
modern pieces, you can search for the exact one 
online, read reviews from other customers, and 
check the current cost of buying new.

Take your time
While it may be tempting to quickly !ll your 
rooms with items that simply get the job 
done, it’s important to prioritize quality when 
shopping secondhand. Finding the perfect pieces 
can take some time, but it’s worth waiting for 
the right ones instead of settling for something 
“good enough” just because it’s there. Your 
patience will be rewarded in the end.
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